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This is the story of a house — a house rich in historical value 
beyond the realisations of even its nearest neighbors — a house, unique and 
alone in its relation, te the periods of history it embrases. 

The history of this house is so interwoven with the lives of the 
people of early Terre Haute and so prominent in the evente whioh occurred 
them, that 1t is a vertíable diamond whose facets reflect every aspect of its 
contemporary life and times. If this story seeus rambling, it is beosuse 
there ars so many ramifications to it, of necessity; it is because this house 
was the hub of the wheel of life and progress of early Terre Haute. 

On October 3, 1611, with an Army of some 900 men, General William 
Henry Harrison moved out of the old Fort at Vincennes and reached the Wea 
Village which was at that time, where Terre Haute now stands. Just North of 
this little Indian Village he built the famous Fort Harrison. Soon after 
the decisive battle with Tecumseh, upon which so moh of the history of the 
entire Northwest Territory is based, this portion of Indiana was opened to 
the eager coming of the settlors. Finally, Harrison's purchase from the 
Indians was opened for sale — beginning on the 2nd Monday in September, 
1616, — and it was that first day, on the 13th of the month, that William 
Harlow purchased the land on which now stands the house you are to hear about. 

William Harlow was a land buyer — as they called them in those days 
— amd certainly did not intend to do anything with this land, except sel) it 
to someone else, te make a profit., 

i ef the best lands near the Wabash River, which had not been 
reserved by the Government, or located by Canadian oleiments, were sold at 
aewotion in September 1816, A very large tract of land of the second and 
third quality — nuch of vhich was very fertile and not much different froa 
what was considered as the cheice land — was left over after the auction and 


could be purchased for an entry fee of Two Dollars an acre, payable in 
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installments over a period of four years — one fourth within two years and 
the remainder in two equal annual payments, Wight percent interest was added 
to all delinquent payuents but eight percent discount was also allowed for 
prempt payment, Thus lands paid for at the time of entry only cost one 
dollar and eight three cents an acre, Think of the real estate values in 
Terre Haute today and then consider that the town's ploneers — gi it 
for one dollar and eighty three cents an acrel 
IB order to help out those persone vid could not make a peyment in 
full — or who wished to secure a tract of land while they vere undecided as 
to a place to settle permanently — an arrangement vas made vhereby lands 
could be entered for a certain nuabér of days. This privilege vas greatly 
stuséd however, since lands were entered for the sui of Sixteen Dollars — 
“which was one twentieth of the price — and for this Sixteen Dollars the 
holder had the right to remove, within forty days, every valuable timber 
tree from the premises; and if no other purchaser appeared within that tine, 
the tern could be lengfhened to ninety days, Daring the winter of 1817 to 
1916 the average price of prairie lands about here vas fron five 5 ten 
dollars and the average price of voodlends was from tvo to five dollars. 
This credit systen of purchase vas abolished july 20th, 1820 and the minimum 
price reduced to one dollar and a quarter en acre, 
Farlow did sell his land to a George V. Dewees and assigned his 
purchase Tights to him. Mr. Devess obtained a patent from the United States 
for this lend — the name applied to a déed from the Government — signed by 


James Monroe, the then President, on Ceptenber 22, 1823, Just at that tine, 
Terre Haute was emerging on what could be called the second phase of its 

` There 19 no official record of what 16 now Vigo County, Indiana ` 

“fron the time of the coming of the first settlors until about 1816. Prom 1812 

^to 1813 — the tine af War — there were few, 1f any, immigrants who came this vay, 
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The pursuits ef peace, — clearing lands, making farms and raising crope == 


were interrupted by the War between England and America. This very locality 
was ihejseat of the War, as tbe English had gone among the Indians hereabouts 
using every inducement they could think of to bribe them to raise their, aras 
and strike down the Americans who were trying to settle in this section, 

It was only five years before the construction on this house vas 
Started, that Vigo County was foraed. It vas only six years before the 
construotion on this house was started that Indiana became a state of the 
Union — in 1816, 

At the tine Vigo County was first formed, it wae quite large and 
included some of the present Parke County and some of the present Putasm 
County. It was not until 1821 — just two years fore this house was built 
— that Putnam County and Parke County were carved out, vhich action remapped 
Vigo County considerably. For years there existed grave éubt as d the actual 
boundries ef Vigo Geunty, the controversy not baing legally streightened out 
until much, mch later — 1452, for the firet tine and again in 1879. -In 
1790 the region now known as Indiana and Michigan was organized into a county 
and named Knox in honor of General Knox. Other counties were organised frou 
time to tine iron this territory until it was reduced to a narrow tract of 
land extending from the southern to the northern boundaries of the State, 

In 1817 a part of Knox County was organised into a county called Sullivan and 
in 1818 a portion of Sullivan County waa served out and organised into a 
separate county and named in honor of Colonel Francis Vigo. 

Seattered over the county at that time, and even im the little town, 
was many a log cabin whose small equare windows might be of gless or oiled 
paper, and whose wooden latoh — raised with a leather thong — let one into 
a room with punoheon floor. The roof above was of long oak shingles hem out 
with an ax, the ohinks in the logs vore filled with clay or clay amd stones 
and the large fireplace was lined with stones. The chimney outside vas built up 
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with lathe and clay, and inside ite ample mouth swung an iron pot from a orane. 
At one side was a spinning wheel or loon, sometines both. For clothes and hat 
racks, many & house had the antlers of a Ser killed by the settler. on pegs 
in the wall or in e corner, was the long rifle, with flint Took, because 
percussion ceps Ad not céme into general une until after the Mexican War, 
other articles wre there that would cause us today to wonder at 
their use; the cieve of deerskin punched full of holes; the iron kettles for 
rendering lard in winter and for boiling weple sap in the spring; the ash 
barrel through which percolated the veter to come out as lye for making soap 
ar to steep the corn for hominy — all these homely domestic articles could 
be seen at any of the homes on the Vigo County prairie and in the little town 
of Terre Heute when this house wee fret started. There were, of course, the 
threshing floors in the b&rnB or in the open where the men beat out the grein 
with fl&sils or where horses or oxen walked round and round in & cirele treading 
the seed from the straw. 

Candies were burned, made by the women of the house and moky-lard-011 
lamps were a luxury. The people vore boots that even & boot jack would hardly 
pull off. In the high crowns of the men's hats, they carrie’ their letters, 
papers and handkerchiefs, Nearly every man owned a pair of saddle bags to 
carry behind him and stout leggings coming to his ‘neem to protect him from the 
brush, when he rode horsebeck on his journeys 0 the primitive hichways. 

Droves of fat hogs could bs seen waddling through the streets fron 
early winter until late spring. The farmer vives brought in rolls of Kentucky 
jeans and linseys, made on their spinning wheels end looms. Common articles of 
merchandise at the stores were indigo, madder and copperas, which dyestuffs 
account for the blue and butterrut jeans. Dyes were also sade from the hulle 
of walnuts, butternits, and maple dark and from these the linseys and flannels 
were gives the colors which preveiled troughout thie pioneer community. The 
cotton chain, used in weaving cloth and carpet, was teaght in the stores but 
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otherwise these articles verm entirely homemade, 

Ae the second, phase of Terre Hautes growth started, the logs were 
hewn instead of being left round and sdditicnel recus wre added to the houses, 
The settlers were becoming sore permanent. Stores and trading stations vere 
springing npp shipments ef pork and grain were made down the river to New 
Orleans on bos ts built richt here for thet, purpose, tne boats being later 
sold at, their destination for lumber... 

cu house de historically significant te Terre Hauto and Vigo: County 
ae it marks, definitely, the beginning of the real’ building and developenent 
of the city, e 1M 

on October 25th, 1816 the plat of the original town of Terre Heute 
was recorded by the original proprietors, who had formed & company to acquire 
the land on which Terre ante now stande from Joseph Kitchell. He entered the 
land — comprising 416 } acres => on September 13th, 1816, the sans day as the 
land ws entered on which the house of our storey stands, © The original tem of 
Terre Haute vas bounded on the north by Eagle Street, on tbe East by Fifth 
Street, on the South by Swan Street and on the Vest by Water Street. - The town, 
then enooRpeassed thirty five blocks, one of which was rsserved for the public 
square, one fourth of another reserved for a Church and one fourth of another 
for a Seminary. The blocks were divided into 268 lots, each l4l fett 2 inches 
in depth and 74 fest. 7 inches frontege except four which were 66 feet and 7 
inches frontage. The streets wore laid out sixty five feet wide, except Water, 
First, fecond, Wabash and udo which were made EL fest 6] inches wide and Third 
or Market Street which wes made 99 fest and 5 ipcher vide. The originel plat 
of the town was recorded in) Knox County ss At Vincennes —- as there was no 
County Cowernment set up hers end no Recorders Office in whieh to record the 
piest. It appears in Knox County Deed Record A, Vol. 1, page 457. later, on. 
March 24th, 1819, af ter be County Government was established here it vas 
recorded in Vigo County and appears in Vigo County Deed Record Vol. 1, page 94. 
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At the time our house vas built, it was a long wey out of town <= being 
built et what 19 nov the corner of 13jth and Poplar street. Our bouge vas 
the first stone bouge to be built in thie vioinity. It vas £arted in 1822 
but was not completed until 1826. 

There were only about fifty houses in the town when our house vas 
first built — most of thea of hewn logs but many of them still the old 
original one room, round leg, dirt floor, windowless cabin we know so well 
as belonging to the early pioneer, The Wertern Register and Terre iaute 
Advertiser — Terre Haute's first newspaper — said in 1823. — the year our 
house was started —- that thera, were fifteen business houses in this town of 
fifty buildings. . This certainly indicated that a large population resided 
about the town and ín the country, because the fifty houses in the town 
would not, by themss)ves, support fifteen businesses. 

The first dry goods ead grocery store was opened on tbe corner of 
Poplar and Pret streets. This is varioualy attributed to John Earle and te 
Lucius Scott. . Whoever had it, we do have recorded that the stock consisted 
of sugar, coffee, salt and whiskey, a few bolts of calico, a small stock of 
unbleached muslín and a few trinkets for the Indian trade. George Hussey 
started the next store op Walnut Street between First Street and Water Street 
and George V. Dewees — the man who built our house — leter started a store 
on the second lot south of Ohio Street op the West Side of Second Street. 

His store was & one room, round leg building with a one storey frame building 
^ behind At where he and his family lived until they moved to our house. He is 
listed in the newspaper in 1823 as "G, W. Devees, cash, corn or beeswax", 

At the seutheast corner of Second and Walnut was Robert Prasher!s 
home and batter shop. On two corners of Second and Poplar were two large hewn 
log houses. Between Firat and Second Street on either Swan or Oak was the log 
4341. 

fie first: brick house, except the court house, was built dy benganin 


I. Gilman end was also the office of the first pork packing 
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business, which was 
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a tig business in Terre Haute in those days, Yt was built at First and Mulberry 


Street, John Britton built a brick house at First and Poplar in 1525 and George 
V. Mole built one at Main and First sometine later. The first brick school 
vas built at First and Winut in 1837. 

What ie the present South Fifth Street was the eastern edge of the 
Town in the year this house came to life, and then that was "out in he vooda”, 
The old burial ground was outside of the town - then - ín the square just east 
of South Arth Street ‘between Vabash Avenue and Ohio Street. Curtis Gilbert 
afterward built his house right in the middle of this eenetery. Tradition has 
it thet he wiit His house here 89 he could look out over the gave of his wife. 
However, ‘History records that he vuilt this house for his second wife and moved 
in 4t With her, Women have not changed that much even in that many years and 
certainly hi8 second wife either did not know of this reason, or ít was not the 
reason for this choice of locatione. I en afraid Mre. Curtis Gilbert the Second 
— certeinly haviag a mind of her own -> would have had something to say about 
looking out on the fins) resting place of her predecessor, day in and day out. 

The second burial ground established for this growing little city was 
on I hill north of the town overlooking the River — Just west of the 
present Water Street, ‘The buildings of the Ameriéan Can Company are now located 
on that spot. | ' 

When our house first started its career, roads and paths cossed and 
recrossed this little town at all conceivable angles. There vere only a fev 
fenced fields east Of the town on the prsirié — which was the land we now know 
as between Sixth Street and Deming Park, where the firet hills start on the east 
side of the city. Thé principal road then, was the Vincennes Road which left 
Second Street at Poplar = angled southwest to the corner of First and Oak, 
then running directly ee te Vincemes. 

There vere only a fev wells in the town then, Most of the people 
oarried their water from the Springs which, et thet time, gushed oot from the 
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River bank, The Indians lived, more or less permanontly, at that tine, in a 


settlement just north of the town near the 014 Indian Orchard. ‘There vere only 
a fow families then and they were, on the whole, friendly and peaceful. 

fhe year this house vas started, 18 again significant to us today, 
for it was thet year the first steamboat arrived on the River. It vas named 
the "Florence", and 19$ landed at the old bostyard, then located d the Bot of Oak 
Street at the River bank, 

Fron the time this houce wae started ~ 1823 to the tine it vas 
completed 1826 — the progress of Terre Haute changed, It began to grow, There 
is no record of amy Chamber of Commeroe at that tine tut something promoted the 
city. Freu 2 sleepy little river village it began to grow into a city of 
importante. A great many new fanilies came to Terre Haute at that tine, 
families whose Gecendents, today, are among the leaders of the soofal and 
business life of the city. 

I want you to have a picture of conditions here at the due our house 
vas built. At the time it vas built, our house vas a mansioni There vas nothing 
like 4% in the country for hundreds of wiles in any direction. It was a brave 
gesture to build so magnificent a house in the backwoods, which was then Terre 
Haute, It vas justified, however, end our house, although melloved with the 
years as the great city hee grown up around it, stands bday bravely defying 
time's efforte to gege 1d u a landmark of an era, VER 1t mest certainly is, 

"Fate did not decree Mr, Dewees was to have this lend long. He started 
te build a house - a substential and even pretentious one = and tried to build 
it along the pattern of houses he mew — those in and bout French Wew Orleans, 
Re wanted a stone house and there vas very little stone «bout here, However, 
he owned an interest in B stone cuarry someplace north — 1t $8 believed in and 
around the present aret P ade v4. ~ and brought the stone fron there by 
oxecert to build his house. ‘The winters were very cold here for Mr. Deveegig 
southern type house, but he percieted and finally completed his house at the end 


of three years, 
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The lend about this house, which at thet time belonged to the grounds, 


took in the territory which is - bounded by 13th Street on the West; 20th 
Street on the East; Poplar Street on the North and College Avenue on the South. 
The barn stood on the spot now occupied by 3t, Patrick's Church. 

| Our house sits well beck fron the street. When the side streot — 
thirteenth and one-balf — was opened, it wa» necessary to take out a part of 
the large circular briek walk which vent around the entire house, With this 
west side taken out, the balance is still intact - the origtnal bricks laid by 
Mejor Dewees! workmen. 

i The main house stands some 6 feet above the ground with, a long flight 
of steps leading to the front veranda, The front entrance door is of immense 
width leading into a wide roomy hall on either side of which is a large square 
room. When the house wae first built there wae no enen, from he inside, 
between the first and segond floors. iter a I steircase n out into the 

corner of the ball, dias 

The old brick areawny at the tack of the house has now been. enclosed 
to make additional rooms. b Pn 

The walle of this house are sone 18 inches hed, amine mich wider 
an they reach the ground — the rock foundation on which the house rests being 
seven feet out from the wells. 

The floors are of blaok valnut boards — tongue and grooved and 
eie today as tight and flat as if just Laid. There is not one nail in 
them, ‘The rafters and joists are, in reality, vtm == they are so large — 
all band hava and put together with wooden pags, not one of Ki? has ever 
leosened, 
You been all seen this house — its large second story porch extending 
chiar across the front of the house ~a its first floor being half in the ground 


and half out and its lange, dignified rooms each with its own . The 


mantels = these fireplaces are thought to be original me mantele, 
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Major George V. Dewees was of French descent. He, his wife end son 
cane to Terre Haute up the water route from New Orleans where — it was wore 
than rumored — he had Deon engaged in the slave trade, and became very wealthy. 
He came overland, by waggon train fron @ point below whet is nov Evansville as 
freight and passenger boats had not yet traveled the Wabash River, 

He 1s reported to have been a follower of Robespierre when he lived 
in France, and at his downfall, had to flee the country, slong wiih many others, 
from the nev goverment. He settled first in Pennsylvania with his two brothers 
and sister, later going to New Orleans. 

Major Dewees was a very inportant man in these growing little community. 
He was very Wealthy, for that day, and took an active part in Civic end 
Community life, He was President of thé Trustees of the Public Library which 
had been started in this town, gradually taking on the more serious aspects of 
a little comunity, a8 in the old issues of the Western Register — for the year 
1823, when he was ín the process of building his house — there appeared several 
notices signed by him as President of the Library Board — which, by the way, had 
the cultural benefits of seven hundred volumes to give to the people of this 
little community. Ne ran s general store, both here and at Paris, 11115018 and 
was one of the stockholders of the now Branch Bank. 

In spite of all this, he wes not at all liked. Captain William Earle, 
who was born in the little village of Terre Haate in 1818 — was five years old 
at the time Major Dewees started to build his house, and was eight years old at 
the time the house was completed — in writing of his early reoollections of 
the place, wrote: "Mejor George W. Dewees was a grim old man, thick set, vith 
iron grey heir and whiskers, small eyes and a very sour look. He vas universally 
unpopular. His two ferocious white dogs made him most of his reputation with 
boys of my age. All that glitters is not gold and somebody is said to be 
painted blacker than he is; so with the old Mejor. He vas better then he was ! 


represested to be. I know of his furnishing a poor young woman with money to 


Da 


— —À - a - 6 F = — O 


nos bes whe ole Ap . dénen $c usv gpeeg $ ec get hi 


erem ge IL — aiy wëss bp wai mek? eor ta edt qu tri eet of 


SI Lap vrev od bns Meggie ovate ed? 5i — meed bad ed — betont i 


es eT[ eno rv wee P. sat N 2cfeq 5 cert thes 333€ WW vheatzeeo 

| i dusted eui Be evg tey les bei vient tepopeasq bas 
Ber LI edi my wore !qaedoli 3e *Tewolí6! s ged evad of batvege t ed e 

W diik dii; geste (Ordo o eif a, of had ,.[fatavch old fa bos m d 

Raika od nli SIN alZcviqeaced a] feli bellfw di .taammevoy wen edi di 

«aae fO well od stop total — i 

G base eltfki Don Ar? ni un suatrequl cre: & amr eewer P a 

Aen op dl im vgëzen en toot bus jab 1961 vot gitt civ * 

abe Gerti OLA ai qo mei? wit Yo wbi nev di .ethi iag 

to ufosqas — erer. ott He Nad An- Aber opt att at beg zar seed P 

gan edi gn -- -— mates! e to Agent bio ed? ck as 1 baud j 

Lwreve0 betsequa winds —— enses ald lbtteg o deer adf sb ee ed sod E. 


hdd Ure edi wi deles . — bYsol ri edi Yo Cep btsecg "a zit wi beta e 


ald? Yo e WÉI of wvig of pante zhint rwan 94 Boc teeh vii 


bus aloskiir R a n bas «red died otoia Leistet s dex e Wees e m t 


Leg dona wor rtd Yo srebfndibofe ei Yo % n 
cr ett iv 2 „ IIa fa tom dr od „ ff^ te etiga ei D 


bio rise avi? eae — bisi RI oofusH erre! Yo steife of£4kI ws at asd sey ads 


da ble AN ae per bns oened thd N AN of bettas Seene oen eni? wn 


de base lost viras id Se Sahte ni ~ — "Retélgnos sav med ed) cui ot 


Dir ip doli? uam ble abi s amr prel 3 agroed Zen Ween af 


eliaeweviay aswel Nooi ‘aba Vm & RKR Neve La viri bas stat vem) wl 
WR aer aM M them atd abus SR ob otio out Mi rl 
22 ĩᷣ ar 2 LIII 
e wasted per i Hue ito tt ue e 


pay her passage from Louífsville to Terre Haute, and even refusing to be thanked," 


We can trace Major Dewees to Terre Haute first in 1820. He mat have 
come in May of that year because in the old ledger of Demas Deming, who had a 
general store in Terre Haute in those days, George V. Dewees is listed as a 
custamer first on May 15th, 1820. Certainly, if he had been here prior to that 
he would have appeared on the books of the town's beat store, It is significant 
to our search, that the first entry on Mr. Deming!s books in Mr. Dewees!’ account 
is an advance of cath in the sun of Ten Dollars, Certeinly after a trip such 
as George Dewees and hie fanily had made from New Orleans here, he would be 
short of cash, The nest day--May 16th, 1620—there appears an entry in Mr. 
Dentng's books that he paid £162.78 in cash to "waggoners* for Mr. Dewees, 
indicating beyond a doubt, that Hr. Dewees's household goods and personal 
belongings had followed him and the carrier had to be paid, Then appeared, in 
the next fev diys, itens on Mr, Dening's books of lumber, screws, hinges and 
other building supplies and another item of $118.87 paid to "waggoners" for 
Mr, Dewees, Major Dewees, as he vas called, was settling in the community. 

He was building his store and house on Suth Second street and goon he did not 
appear any longer on Mr. Dening's booke as he had opened his own store and wae 
holding himself out to the commmity as & dealer in "cash, corn and beeswax", 

In the U. 5. Census for M Indiana taken in 1820, George W. Devees 
is shown in Terre Heute as the heed of 1 family consisting of one male between 
the ages of 10 and 16 years of age, two males between the ages of 26 and 45; 
one female under 10 years 6191 one fenale between 10 and 16 years of age and 
one female between 16 and 26 years of age. This census also shows he had three 
colored fenale slaves, Whd all these people were, there is no way of knowing. 
Certainly Mr. Dewees hed no wore “han one child, because there is no mention 
anyplace of other than one child. These other people listed in the census of 
1820 mist have been workers at his store and in his household. 80 far as the 
three colored slaves are concerned, the eonstitution of Indiana in 1816 


abolished slavery ao far as the State of Indiana was concerned, Py the act of 
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1857 of the Indians Territorial Legislature, nere of negroes and malatoes over 
fifteen years af age vere authorised to bring them into the Territory and have 
thea bound to service by indenture for such & tine as the master and the slave 
might agree upon. If the slave would not agree to indenture, his owner waa 
allowed sixty days in which to renove nim to any state whera slavery existed. 
Most negroes at that time could neither read or write ini many signed indenture 
&greements knowing nothing about them st all; ia fact, their cirowsctances 
changed líttle,1f any, after the ceremony of indenture, 

In the Census for Indiana taken in 1330, tea years later, George V. 
Dewees is $till shown as head of a fanily but nov it 18 composed of only one. 
femalo — who had to de his wife because v6 vkuow that they vere together at 
that time — and three males, one five to 10, one 20 to 30 and one 59 to 60, 
Vhat happened to the other males and other females and the three nagroes in 
that ten years, no one knows. 

It ie very interesting to search out the footprints of people long 
cone fren this world. They ere found in the most unusual and interesting places, 
In trying to trace Mr, Dewses to Terre Haute, I found a regeipt 1n tho estate 
cf Mr, ‘Aopinwell, one of the origins]. proprietors of the town of Terre Haute — 
& very wealthy men — where Mr, Aspinwall's Executors had pedd our George Y, 
Dewess $4.06 for c shroud for Mr. &spinwsll. Hr. Aspinwall died late in 1620 
and vas a very proainent and influential man, The fact thet hie family went to 
Mr, Dewees! store for a shrould inatesd of Mr, Dening!s cr some of the other 
older stores in the town, incicates that Mr, Devees had risen fast in the 
community, because it ves less than six months before, that he hac to borrow 
money from Mr, Dening to pay the freight bill for his furniture and obtsin 
material on credit to open bis store. ` 

Mr. Dewees had an interest in the Zones Store at Paris, Illinois and 
when he died, Mr. James Jones of Paris. was one of bis Administrators, We had., 
an interest in a stone quarry north of Parxe County and be nad some business 
interests in Jefferson County, Kentucky, 


| 62) !j 


Are esl bna Seen de mag RR TRY labat tn aoelhzl odj ed 
fred. Jas Nef r e in ep antag ot, wn ër Yo Skeet së 
ayain ei bas dnss fi ya svt c dodu. to) padahal v eefrio* of terai Ñ 

Ene Tomo ali e of ar 756 dot Atv ovale off II eo aecäg "y 
bain Hn trevado srody teda ve oj sd ees p? doktw mb eut vi: be e | 
muneb Sony ls Kä bon ejire to bast tete bino exi] dé $a enen | 
bach: eee eee o TA toa? af I du ad, tuoda anbiton yowi eini 
ser 9 DEDE] To vxodereo aci teite yra Weert be 

V MA r wraer aei «BL. ul sedo? aaston] voi "ngo wis sI 
„onp ger je ees at ti Men tag Mina o qo ent pa mode HM el sadi 

4a bee ri west ka ne Oy euusoed alis abi ei ef Bat aty - 8 Wi 


^ 4 
"d 


Cà ef Ges ben OF of 0$ exp (OC of oft am uela omi fas — cat A 
. ti Mactaen eee so hee selene? serito bo gl die ad of be sr. at JN 


M 
ve UY *" s l mayai eno of ,.a-aev, wi $ 


gaol pt uiu Si yo dover of puttammesng vrev et 21 

559919 vat bus Jesper geen ot al hut PL Wort  Qbiuow elds mot ei 
Statea a? at fulooen a Bano) 3 atui ovre? of asowed, a eostj of save d 
és gre? 3e meat ad? Yo gin teg Lau Fro af Yo eco erna OH 
el mures po Bra ha rgia f^ Thue „ R = mme pal 

DES al eja[ bab CLewtigsd M mH 3 Tot herda a Tot A038 ge 
ej drew Lie? dd fadi Zeg ei me Lattneussnt bap daga vxev a paw ii 
ze off to ence tp anl d . U Yo Batea) ufucrdo a 20% erata Agang, of 


verre d of bad ed $ed? me a xia aedi Rosi raw At weg, Ee? 


* Ke V 


. atas mange d ver es rlnd i erd V 

by wi ee NS "DIS ald dg cf diferte 06 mee 
ben a4 iran aa a Q STE 
bad ei . akt To ano — Ara e aant neat, e bet od am 
en ger bad od bun vo nue. arre te ASTOR vvrrauo enose e Ab faeueicil om 


He was, ell in all, a very important and influential man although he 
was always ín treuble with someone. He hardly had settled in Terre Haute until 
he was in and out of court, for one thing or another, time and ate in. Court had 
just been formed in Terre Haute when our Mr. Dewees vas fined $3.00 with costs of 
$15.47$ on October 23, 1821. He was fined time and again and he sued many 
people himself, Of course, he owned & Store and necessarily bad bad accounts 
on his books, In those days aoney wae not plentiful end it was"difficult to 
pay accounts promptly. Everything from corn to hogs, walnuts end maple syrup 
were taken in payment of debts, In the old newspapers of that day, Doctors, 
and even the newspaper owners themselves, posted notices that they would accept 
a few bushels of apples in payment of debts for a short while, or that they 
would apt a few bushel of valnuis, or s pig, or Vo, or corn, etc, 

Major Devees — at that time in his early fifties ~ with his lovely 
wife Matilda, who not yet 30 years old, and his young con, moved into his 
beautiful new house soustime in the year 1827. He had a high, heavy wooden 
fence wilt all around his property and the neighbors never felt welcome there, 
His dogs were not friendly, tut ín defense of the Major, it must be remembered 
that he/neariy a mile fron tam and the Indians vere not to be trusted. He was 
literally in the wilderness and was left alone by the other people of the town, 

This house, whieh 416 so closely mát with the history of Terre Haute, 
was not to prove friendly to the Major. Within seven years of the tine the 
family moved into the house all three vere dead! At least two were dead and one 
vas never heard of against — 

"The young son of the Major and Mrs, Dewees was soalped by the Indiens 
one night im one of their uprisings and from that time on the Major and his wife 
kept more and more to theaselves, having little, if anything, to do with their 
neighbors or the people of Terre Haute, 

The mansion--for it was a mansion in those days-—was called "fhe Lawn’, 


In the papers of the Jenkes family collection is a note which reeds as follows: 
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mirs. Devees' compliments to Mr. Jenkes and vill be 

greatly obliged to him for a few tomatoes for the 

purpose of making oatsup, pickles, eto. provided 

he has then to spere. The Lawn, Sept. 25th, 1830." 

This note adds one sore interesting assceiation to our house, 

Im 1830 tamatees vere rare. They were cultivated in that early time only 
as curiosities and were thought by many to be poisonous. Still here is the 
lady ef our heuse seeking out tomatoes to make inte catsup and pickles. 


Frem the records it ie possible to find today, affairs seamed to 


be running smoethly in our bouge at that time. There is no record of just 
when trouble started brewing, but less than two years after Mra. Dewees! 
friendly note about the tomateen; she wae divorced, her husband, the old Major 
was in jail charged with murder and Mre. Dewees was never seen again, 
Om March 15th, 1832 there appears in Deed Record , J ef the old 
records in the Reeorder's Office of Vigo- County a copy of an agreement entered | 
into by George W. Dewees and John D. Early for and on behalf of Matilda Dewees, 


reciting that by mutual consent George and Matilda agree to liveapart, George 


agreeing to pay to Matilda $2390.00 by $600.00 in cash at that time and 


executisg four notes amounting to $1700.00 to be secured by a mortgage and 
also George agrees to give to Matilda "all paintings, pictures, articles of 
dress, plate and household furniture whieh she, the said Matilda may desire 
or me ' 

This agreement vas earried out and George executed a mortgage to 
John D. (Jarly ®for and on behalf ef Matilda Devees, vite ef George We Deveos? | 
on five. Ludi ef dent. Anoluding the fam and tbe Pa on “South Second Street 


where nie — was lecated. i i en 


"Gn 


If Matilda took any of the household. gaoda, George must have had 
considerable e B tn the 22 ' his estate, filed in court, just three 
years later, is listed a complete household including silver plate and 
furnishings. In passing, it will be of interest to those of you who are antique 
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collectors, that his inventory reads as if it were the latest Hobbies Magazine, 
The inventory included four glass Deannters appreised at $1.00 each; six wine 
glasses at A84; 12 Windsor chairs at $12.00; one shot gun at $8.00; one Cherry 
cupboard at $5.25; ond High Post Cherry bedstead at $10.00; one cherry wash 
stand with bowl and pitcher st $4.00 ; ons sherry bouteen at $18.00; one cherry 
stand at 65.00 and numerous other artícleg, ail of which would be nearly 
priceless today. 
Te get back to the Dewees family =- Matilda vas never heard of or 
seen after this agreenent vas signed. 
Two) months after signing this agreement, George filed suit for a 
divorcee <= which was rather unusual and a little rash, in those days when 
divorce was not nearly so common a6 it is today >> and was grented a divorce, 
the court record reciting "but the defendant = Matilda = although called, comes 
not, but makes default". That vas An May 1832, and on November 7th, 1832 — 
just six months later — George wes in jail. | 
The íssue of the local newspaper — The Wabash Courier — of November 
Sth, 1832, Which carries at the top a by-line to the effect that "The editor is | 
still so far confined by indisposition as to preclude his attending to | 
editorial duties for the current week", carries the following nevs story: 
"An unfortunate ecouranse took place in this town, On Tuesday morning 
last, which though duty requires us to notice it, we should, under 
existing circumstances, comment upon with delicacy. On the evening 
previous, some differences having arisen between Capt, James Wasaon 
and Maj. George V. Dewees, ín whioh the latter considered himself ` 
insulted, he challenged Capt. Wasson to meet him in the street 
(being in Wasson's nene) which was declined. Barly on Tuesday 
méfháng, Maj. Dewees repaired to Capt. Wasson!'s armed with a 
pistol, and, meeting him om the poroh, tired at hin, et a distance 
of about six feet,, Wasson, who was turning at the instung, 
. received the bell about the middle of the back, which entered in 
an oblique direction, ranging from the right to the left, partially 
downward, toward the kidneys. His surgeons consider the wound 
dangerous, though the result is yet uncertain. The ball has not 
been found, and it is uncertain where it has lodged, The Circuit 
Court, being now in n Dewees is held in custody, to wait 
. the result." 
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Majer Dewees was denied bail by the court and was held in the little 
log jeil until November 15th, Captain Janes Vasen did not die, and on that 
day Dewees vas charged with Assault and Battery with intent to comuit murder 
end released en bail of $4,000.90 whtch was given by John H. Wateon and Ralph 
Wilson efter Dewees had given them a mortgage on everything he owned, whioh 
was not mortgeged to Matilda. 

There 18 nothing recorded as to the reasons Major Dewees shot 
Captain Wasson, Captain Janes Vas:on!s name was very feniliar to early Terre 
Haute, He came from Connecticut in 1816 and had charge of the early tavern 
or hotel. The tavern vas commonly know as the Wasson House and afterward 
became the famoug Eagle & Lion. It was built of hewed logs on the southeast 
corner of First and Vabash. Wasson had been a sailor before he cane to Terre 
Haute. He wae somewhat brusk in manner but very kind and was universally 
liked, In 1828 when the Presbyterian Church vas first organised here, he vas 
elected one of the first trustees along with Villiíiam C. Linton and John Britton. 

It may be significant in drawing oonolusions and making speculations 
to note that the sane Tuesday morning this shooting occurred wes election day. 
Jackson was running against Olay for President and although Jackson was 
elected, Vigo County vent for Clay. The vote in Vigo County ateod 637 for 
Clay and 425 for Jackson, giving a majority to Clay of 212. Whether this fact 
ahould be given preference in our conclusions or whether ve should give 
preference to the family entanglements of the Major —- the seperation, the 
divorce, the disappearance of Matilda, the differences in the ages of Matilda | 
and the Major — all cocurring within six monthe of the shooting — is a 
matter of personal preference only and subjeot to individual considerations 
so far as history is concerned, 

Vhen Major Dewees’ case was celled in the Mey Term of the Court in 
1833 ib was venued to Parke County for trial. The trial vas held at Rockville 
on lugust 19th, 1833 before den R. Porter, President Judge of the First 
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Judicial Circuit of the State and Robert Mitchel? and Densey Seybold, Associate 


Judges of the County, Dewees pleaded "fot Guilty®. After a trial — the 
evidence of which 18 not avéilable to us today since no record was kept of 
testimony in those days — the Jury brought in their verdict; we, the jury, 
find the defendant guilty of an assault and battery end assess his fine at 
$50.00; signed John Shook, Foreman”, 2 

On August 23, 1833, Dewees paid his fine plus court Goats of $61.91 
and was a free man again. E oo 

Fron the tine Devees went to jail until his death, he never took an 
active part in his business or in the life of Terre Mute. In the newspapers 
of the day appeared severe] notices signed by Geo. V. Devees, fron time to 
time, to the effect that "All things relating to my farm are left in the care 
of John H. Vatson, Esq. and all mercantile transactions ee in the care of 
Ralph Wilson, Eng," 

Devees was very 111 during the tnter of 1833 and hi$ neice, Elisabeth 
Patterson came to keep house for him. He recited this Act in his will ‘and gave 
it as the reason for leaving to Elisabeth Patterson one half of his estate, 

The next thing, cronologioally, which affects our house is a suit 
brought May 6th, 1834 by John D. Early for Matilda Devees against George 
Dewees on one of the notes which he hadn't paid. Barly received the money and 
George paid the court costs of $4.83 but Matilda never did appear. 

“In the 155046 of the Wabash Courier which came out on December 4th, 
1834 appears this notice: "Died: At his residence, near this town on 
Saturday morning last — November 29th, 1834 —- Major George W, Dewees, 
aged 58 years, for many years a resident of Vigo County*. 

George Dewees! vill was probated in court on April 21st, 1835, It 
ie a peculiar will but typical of the character we have come to know as the 
Major. The will proper is not dated but a codicil is dated February 18th, 1834 
and at written in Louisville, Xy., just before he started out from there to 
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come home. He must have carried his will with Mm on his trips because the 


codicil is written on the bottom of the original, His will reads: 


ein the name of God Amen: I, George W. Dewees considering the 
uncertainty of this mortal life & being of sound mind; blessed 
be almighty God for the same, do make and publish this uy last 
will and testament in manner and form foll.g (that is to say) 
I give, bequeath and devise unto my dear sister Ann Potts, now 
residing in Selmlkili-Haven, in the State of Pennsylvania, one 
half of my real property, situated in the State of Indiana, about 
one half of a mile from Terre Haute, also one half of the lands 
that I possess in tgo County — the situation will be ascertained 
by examining the patents left in my Port Folio, they being a pert 
of my valuable papers; the remaining part of my real property, 
albo personal (Subject to only ome exception) I bequeath & devise 
to my dear niece Elisabeth Petterson who now resides here & who 
mürsed me with unremitted attention last winter when attacked by 
a violent and dangerous disease. My sense of gratitude impels me 
to do what I have exprassed, believing and hoping that my relations 
at a distance who are more nearly connected to me by the ties of 
consanguinity will approve of this act. The exception refered to 
is my silver plate, which is given to my sister, Ann Potts. I 
give nothing to eíther of my brothers, The oldest treated me with 
unpresented cruelty in Philadelphia in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and eighteen, the other being independant in his circumstances 
appears to me to require nothing at my hands, I appoint Elisabeth 
Petterson my niece, executrix. James Jones of Paris, Ill, one of 
my executores & Daniel Johnson of Terre Haute, the other, the two 
last are to receive from the mass of ny estate one hundred and fifty 
dollars each as a compensation for their trouble, All ny just debts 
are to be diecharged immediately if poesible, There is sufficient 
capital invested at Paris, Ill. under the firm of J. Jones & Co, to 
discharge ell & a handsome balance left in my favor. I hereby revoke 
all former wills by me made, In order to prevent a sacrifice of ny 
real property I wish it retained for one or two years. My sister 
and niece hovever must receive in order to support them $200 per 
year each, which the plantation will readily yield. As I am in 
daily convereation with E. Patterson & she as a matter of course 
knowing my business better than any other individual, I vish much 
attention to be paid to what she may sugest as to tine and terns 
concerning the sale of my real property. 
Signed, sealed, published and declared by the above named deo. . 
Dewees to be his last will and testament in the presence of us who 
have hereunto subscribed our names as vitnesses in the presence of 
( Geo, B, Morrison Geo. W. Dewees, | 
Witnesses ( ` | 
L Elisha Applegate | 


CODICIL TO THE WITHIN WILL 


About to set out for the State of Indiana in e fev days hence, I 
believe it to my duty & know it of course to be my wish that my 
sister as named in the within and niece here, E, Patterson, should 
possess my property es herein diecribed, subject to all the rules 
and regulations laid down-- the only difference I now make is, that 
instead of Jenes Jones of Paris, & D. Johnson on Terre Haute, is 
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that I formerly appoint D. L. Chambers of Louisville & Wa. Early, 
ef Terre Haute, with the same compensation as ihe two first were 
allotted to have, as my exeoutors after my death to dispose of or 
retain my property until it will sell for a fair price, hereby 
revoking all other and former wills or testaments by me heretofore 
made. 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal 
this eighteenth day of February cighteen hundred and thirty four, 
In presence of! 
Daniel C. Banks Geo. W. Dewees (Seal) 
Gee. W. Kinney 
Louisville, Jefferson County, Ky. 88: 
Geo. M. Dewees, this day personally appeared. before the undersigned 
Justice of the Peace for said county, and acknowledged and declared 
the foregoing will & codicil to be his last will and testament. 
Given under my hand this léth day of Feby. 1534. 


Daniel C. Banke, 
(J.P. J. C.) 


My last will and testament signed and vitnessed this day Aug., 
Aug. the sixth, 1833. 
Geo, W. Dewees 
You will notice be makes no nentien of Matilda or of any children, 
Matilda, by that time, had not been seen by anyone for over four years, 
Early brought suit for her but she did not appear. In May, 1835, just after 
the will was probeted, Asa Linton, for herself and the minor heirs of 
Williams Linton, brought sult against the heirs of George Dewees to obtain a 
deed to certain land formerly owned ty the Major and joined Matilda An that 
suit. Matilda did not appear but Early released her claim for her. Later, 
on Oot. 29, 1835, Early receipted a note for Matilda which was &led in the 
George Devees estate, but still no one had ever seen Matilda. 
This 1s all there is of record relating to the first family of our 
house, There was a story circulated that Matilda had been seen in France 
but the recorded facts leave ample room for speculation and conjecture end | 


you may draw conclusions as well as anyone. 
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It is interesting te note ene significant thing, however, in 


connection with all these speculations ob the dissppesrence of Matilda 
Dewecas Tou will note that this house Mr. Dewees built was done oarefully, 
with great preeision and attention to detail, Its every door, window, 

joist, end board match carefully snd are fitted exactly. The fireplaces 

ere twins — the one in the east nom on the east wall being exactly matching 
the one in the west room on the west 11 — only with one exception. Consider 
why this one exception should have deen mado — or was it made? 

Both fireplaces here extend out from the wall a good five feet and 
are solid from the floor to the ceiling. The fireplace in the west room has 
a cupboard built into each side of the ¢himney about 2j feet wide and about 
6 feet tall and about 2j) feet deep. These cupboards have doors on thea and 
contain shelves and are used d this day for storage and for books. The 
fireplace in the east room being a twin of the west one has a cupboard on 
the north side end — but that 1s just the point — it has none on the south 
side. A space matching the bupboard on the north — large enough to hold a 
human body --has been bricked up solid from the floor to the eeiling on the 


south side — and Mrs. Dewees was never seen or heard of again! 

Mrs. Natalie- Preston Amith, the present ower of this fabulous 
house has wondered about the lack of the matching cupboard and has let her 
curtousity take her so far — but not far enough. Mrs. Sith one day with 
a poker, pried in between two of the bricks on the south side of this east 
chigmey — where the cupboard should have been if it ever was — end got her 
poker in past the thickness of the brick and found empty space. A space 
deep enough and wide enough to match the depth and width of the twin cupboard 
om the north side is in back of that bricked-up wall. When she withdrew the 
poker, a dank, musty odor likened to that from as dark, aged orypt came with it. 
Mrs. Smith has never gone further. She is tempted — but is fearful of what 
she may find, itx Gs ‘ernie pas stn; 
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That, xy friends, is the story of our house — the house at 1339 
Poplar Street, Terre Haute, Indiana == which even today gives rize to comments 
and rumors of being haunted. The Story of a house which 1s truly strenger 
than fiction — bit much nore fascinating than many fictions. It ts the 
Story of a house which 1s rich in tradition and eteeped with the history of 
this City. It £8 the story of a house which under absolutely no circumstances 
should be last to the generations of people of Terre Haute to cone. This 
house is the one and only remaining link which ties tedey with the period of 
Terre Heute's growth which it represents, end it is most certainly & duty and 
obligation on the residente of thie dty and county to do something to preserve 
this ‘house for posterity. It should, by all that is Acht and just, belong to 
the people of this City. It should be in the custody of nome ofgenisation 
such as the Dauchtere of the American Revolution or of the Vigo County 
Historical Society; as a Sacred trust, to preserve it intact and as it is, 
Over one hundred and twenty four years have passed since the construction of 
this house was started and it has withstood tine end weather for only one 
purpose — to link today with yesterday, to give to the people of today sone 
tden Of the heritage of the past which 1s theirs. Some effort should be made 
to protect end preserve this link with the past. Another hundred and twenty 
four years cannot pass with this "oner remaining as it fa, unless sone effort 
on the part of Interested perbons is made, Consider it seriously, bat nore 
than that — do something about itl 

' Thore is a time — nine years to be exact — before the next period 

in the history of this hous» starts — the tise which alapsed from the time 
Major Deweos died in Déoember, 1834 until this house was acquired by Nathaniel 
Preston in March 1645. This later period, then, 18 continuous, as the present 
owner and occupant — Mrs. Natalie Preston Smith — is the granddaughter of 
that early Nathaniel Preston. 

Upon Major Dewees! death, his house passed by his will to his sister, 
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Ann Potte of Schuykill-Haven, Pa. and hie neice FZlisabeth Patterson who 
later married a David Potts. The relationship of Elisabeth Patterson and 
her Aunt Ann Potte í9 & strange one, Nothing much ie known about them but 
although Ann Potts vas & resident of Schuykill—Haven, Pa.» at the time of 
Major Dewees! death, she didn't stay there long, as there 18 a record of 
her death at Pleinfield, Indiana on Septeaber 6, 1849 — just fifteen years 
after she inherited one half ef this fabuleus house, Ann Potts! husband vas 
named Samuel end she had been married previously to the Major's death. 
Elisabeth Patterson was not married when she inherited half of this house, 
but was married, less than six, months afterwards — on May 21, 1835 to David 
Potts. Whether David — Elizabeth's husbsnd — and Samuel — Ann's: uag pend 
= vere brothers, or father and son, or one other relationship => or mene, 
has been the subject of much speculation, but at least it is one more thing 
which adds to the mystery and interest attaching to this house. 

The Major's estate was not settled until 1641, and even then not 
until bis Administrators had been cited by the Court fer feilure to do so, 
Put before that time inn and Elizabeth needed sone money, so they mortgaged 
this house for $2515.00 to one John K. Watson. That mortgage vaa never paid, 
but was assigned to Demas Desing in 1836, he eventually acquiring title to the 
house in 1843. Before Mr. Deming acouired the title, however, Elisabeth and 
her bug bend David needed sone more money, o they sold eut their interest to 
Aun for $6,000.00 — remember ihe Dewees Tarn as it wae then known consisted 
of a great stone mansion, a detached servants! quarters, a lerge bern and 
seferal out-buildings, another small dwelling and 160.acres of land. Ann 
within síx months — sold the place to a man named Hitehcock who apperently 
didn't buy the place for a residence but for speeuletion, since within six 
months he sold it to another man by the neme of Aitcheook for nearly twice 
what he paid for it. This latter Hitohcook didH't seem b want it for a 
residence either, since in the Hevember 27, 1841 issue of the Westera Register, 
he advertised it for sale, calling attention in the advertisment to the 
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®Stone Mansion House". Deag Dening later bought the property, a8 he already 


held the mortgage. 

It is apparrent Denas Deming bought the house to assiat his friend 
and oo-worker Preston, because, within eleven days of the date Deming bought 
it, he transferred. it io Methaniel Preston for a consideration 6£.§6,000,00 
of which Mr, resten peii $500 at the time. Mr. Deming took a.mortgage back 
for $5,500.09, which was peid eff by Nr. Preston in 1830. At thie tine Mr, 
Dening was the President of the T. H. Branch bank end Mr. Preston wae the 
cashier, 

In 1834, just shortly before Hager Dewees died, the Terre laute 
Branch Bank was organised. The directors vere Demas Deming, Chauncey hose, 
Curtis Gilbert, J. Sutherland, J. D. Early, James D. MoCall, vid Linten and 
Samuel Crawfordi; Devas Deuing was chosen president and James Farrington cashier. 
Major Dewees was one of the subscribers to the stock bat died before the steck 
wae Lëgued to hin. There are receipts in his estate file showing peyments . 
made ty nis executors to the bank on the stock subsoriptiom price. 

The dank was housed in the building we know today as the G. A. R. 
Hall on the south side of Ohio Street just opposite the Court House. The 
cashier lived in the back rooms of the benk, as a pert of hís job was to act, 
aa cereteker.of the money and the premises. 

e Nathaniel Presto: cane to Terre baute from Vermont and was one of 
the first teachers at the old briek school. He taught there until he entered 
the Bank as a clerk and was afterward elected cashier. 

Wao lived in our house from the time of Major Dewees! death until 
Mr, Preston bought it and moved in to make his home, is pot known. If anyone 
lived in it, it certainly was not for long because it changed too often for 
any roots to grows ` 

-Nathaniel Preston and his wife, the freer Charlotte Wood, lived 


here all of their lives anc reared their faaily here. Later Margaret Preston 
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and her brother lived here until their deaths at which time it was inherited 
by Mrs, Smith who lives here at the present time in the sumuers, spending her 
winters ín Fiorids, 

This house, in addition to its rich and varied direct hiatory, has 
many interesting associations with the life of other people in the community, 
whose Bisterical relics area part of, and belong te, this house, 

Mrs. Charlotte. Wood, à pioneer of early Terre Haute came to the town 
in 1835, just the year after Major Dewees died. Sue was a. widow at the tine and 
had three sons and six daughters. Her husband, Jolm Wood, a native of London 
had died, and about the only incomes she had vas & pension which had been granted 
to her because of her husbemso!s service in the Ver of 1812. She reared her 
family well and they married anc settled in Terre haute, From this femily 
spring names very familiar to the social and civic life of the prezent Terre 
Haute, The seccnd daughter of Mrs, Wood married Nathaniel Preston and became 
mistress of the house of cur storey — the famous Devees Mansion. Mrs, Wood's 
eldest son, William Maxwell was one of the most famous of our distinguished 
Raval Medical Ofiiícere, 

He was born in Maryland and appointed from there May 16th, 1829 
entering the Naval service as Assistant Surgeon. He had several posts one of 
the more important ones being on the Schooner GRAMPUS vith the West India 
Squadron in 1832 end 1833. Aftor several other posts he wee appointed Fleet . 
Surgeon to the Pacific Squadron from 1844 to 1846. During this period he 
rendered such a distinguished service to his country that there is recorded 
in the archives of the Navy an officiel. document address to him by Commodore 
Sleat, thon Commsnder-in-ebief of the Pacific Squadron- in which he seye in 
part, I am most happy to acknowledge the very importance services you 
rendereá the government, anc the Squadron in the Pacific, under my command, 
at the breaking out of the Mexican War, The information you furnished me at 
Mazatlan, froa Guadalaxara — at the risk of your life — was the only reliable 
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information T received of thet event, and which indueed nt to proceed 
immediately to California, end upon my own responsibility to Uke possession 
of that country. I have always considered the performance of your journey 
through Mexico at thet tine ap an extraordinary feat, requiring great 
presence of sind and address, How you escaped fron the heart of an enemy's 
country and guch a people hae always been a wonder to me and Las been so 
characterized on all occasions®, 

Just consider — connected with this remerkable house is a wan 
withMout whom the greet State of Celifotnin and th fact the whole of the 
Forth Vest vould not have been a part of our country. The Chairman of the 
Naval Comittee of the Seneto commented upon Willian Maxwell Wood's valuable 
servicer in the folloving worda: "Every intelligent wind must at once 
appreciate the importance of the service which you have rendered the country, 
and your personal hazard in treveling through the heart of the eneni es“ 
country, coummicating with your military superior and furnishing him with 
the "ols and other wine matte inable information upon which he based the 
accntaition of California, ‘The importante of this acquisition can best be 

ctimatod by asking oursalves, what would have been our natural position in 
the Pacific end upon our Oregon frontier had Great sritian, instead of 
ourselves, secuíred permanent porition of it? I slways contended that its 
acquisition constitutas one of the nrvy's strbngeit" Site upon the gratitude 
of the Nation, and this Chapter in its history, furnished by your own service, 
but atrengthens this conviction," k " 

Commodore Wood Served as Fleet-Surg$on for the Kast India Squadron 
from 1356 to 1853 taking part during thia service in the Chinese Var, being 
on board the Flagship with Comodors Lmastrong and sdmirel Foote during the 
capture of the four Barrier Forts en the Canton River eh was the decisive 
battle, He had various other rervites ant another one er partiowlar interest 
being the time ne was Fleet-Surgeon with the North Atàantio Blockading Squadron 
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during tbe rebellion st which time he vas on board the flagship Minnesoto in 
the first battle of the Ironclads - the Monitor with the Mezrinac and other 
vessels of the Confederate Squadron. At the time he retired in 1871 he ves 
Chief ef the Bureau of Medicine and furgery.. 
In all of the official biographies of William Maxvell Wood there 
is one period of his service with the Navy which is passed over insignificantiy 
with these words "Special duty, 1834 to 1837*. It de during this period that 
our fabulous house comes again into the picture for in this house is a letter 
beardag on this period of his service which not only has historical 
significance to Vigo. County but has a National and even International valus, 
I vent te take this opportunity te sad to you one of the letters 
ef Commodore Wood .vritten during this period of special duty whieh has never 
been published in any of the articles relating to his work and life, and 
which has never heretofore been gives any pabidetdys Thís letter is 
contemporaneous. with the history of this. K. and rightly Sien in it. 
It was written Aug, 12, 1834 — which you vill note was just shortly before 
the death of Major Dewees,-— and was writtem aboard Wë 0. 8. Frigate, 
Independence” and addressed "Ky dear Mother", It * 


eon the morning of July 26th in the Gulf or Finland, we diacried 
approaching us and stretching across the direction in which ws 
were sailing, a long, regular line of sail. They proved to be 
the Russian Fleet of thirteen vessels, eight of them being Ships 
of the Line, They presented one of the most imposing sights I 
have ever witnessed on the on. A moderate breeze gradually 
blew us near to each other in an easy and dignified manner 
becoming both the Native fleet and the Stranger it welcomed 

to these waters. 

At & proper distance we made our bow to the Russian 
flag by a Salute of thirteen guns which was iumediately returned 
from the leader Ship, a fine three decker bearing the Admirel!s 
Flag. 

Upon making my way to the deck tarly the next morning, 
I found our ship in the condition of a Men of War entering a 
port. 411 the deck officers and crew at their respective 
stations, the pilot giving the course; the leads man in the 
chains announcing in measured note the depth of water, after 
each cast of the lead. The idlers, purser, Captain of Marines, 
Chaplain, ete, from the most advantageous IN they could 
obtain naking their observations and rens upon the new 
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objects and scenes before them. In a short time we were anchored 
off Christobel in the middle of numerous and elegant Russian men 
of var, ef sil sises, from schooners up to three-deckers. 


Our anchor had little more than reached its bed, and 
the litter was acarcely cleaned up, when e handsome man of 
war-looking and richly ornamented ocean boet: drew near to our 
ship and & large berge with many officers in it left ber and 
pulled to us. The barge was steered by a person wearing a 
white cape vith a erimson band. After all the officers had 
reached our deck, where they were received ty the Connodore, 
and asked into the eshin, the individual who had Steered the 
barge came on board and sauntered about the ship alone, I 
regarded him with attention and will deseribe to you his 
appearance. His frame was over 6 feet in height, erect, 
powerful and wall proportioned; a somewhat full, regular 
featured and agreeable face with a lively, keen blue eye, the 
whole having an expression of calm, cool determination and 
active energy, particularly about the slightly compressed 
mouth which was over hung by a white mustache, His dress 
fitted him well and was composed of an olive frock coat 
destitute of orement other than a smell red cord around tbe 
cuff and edges, light blue pantaloons with a similar red cord 
around the seams, and the snow-white crimson banded cape above 
mentioned, 

Instead of following the officers to the more showy 
and parlour-like parts of the ship, he crossed his hands behind 
him, and walked forward among the men, exsmining thea minutely. 
As he returned to the qusrter-deok he stopped to look at the 
marine guard and taking a musket from one of then, he olàsely 
inspected it, opening the lock, drawing the ramrod and then 
noticing one of the ladders which led to the lover deck end 
apartments, he uncerenoniously and quickly stepped down it 
and proceeded then to every part of the ship. You will wonder 
why I have been thus ainute in describing this individual until 
1 tell you he vag the e Melar, Autocrat of all the ` | 
Russians — the unlimited ruler of sixty millions of beings, 
with every head from that of the slave to the nobleman, at his 
disposal; commander of an army numbering nore than a half a | 
million of nen, end Patriarch of the Greer or National Cimreh, | 

— in all, the most poverful monareh in the vorld. 


To see hin 18 to ead the rapid march of his ug 
not long ago in a State of barbariaa, and now rivalling ell 
others in elegance and richness. 


That — nothing may be lost — he is himself a 
praotíoal man, a sailor and an Engineer, If anything HWZ N 
of adoption exists on our ship, it has been notices and will 
belong to the Russian Navy; but from the appearance of his, 
Ships, I am inclined to think he is as well able to teach, as 
- fåt to learn, After he left the ship we gave hin a salute, 
during which he stood by himself on the wheel-house of the 
steam boat looking steadily at us, end as the boat was near, 
cur loads flew past him with a great force. Immediately upon 
the conclusion of the salute, he ran up the American Flag on 
board the steam boat while it was returned from one of his 
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frigates, and then he anncunced his presence to his various ships, 
ty hoisting the imperial flag, at the sight of which commenced a 
Simultaneous firing from every man of war (about twelve) in the 
harbor, and from the foris on shore roar followed roar, and tha 
whole atmosphere waa clouded with smoke. 


In the course of the day, the Emperor sent us an 
invitation to visit his palace of Peterhoff, about nine miles 
distant, to ride through the gardens and view the splendid water 
works, which play only during his presence, representing every 
possible devise from aniunls to trees in full foliage with every 
leaf a crystal jet of water; and to conclude the day by attending 
the Bnperor's právate Opera. The day appointed was Sunday; but 
when the steam boat which eg for his guests arrived, our ship 
poured forth a goodly array of officers, in all the peraphanalia 
of full dress, words and cocked hats, The temptations to visit 
the sphendors of Peterhof? prevailed against scruples of 
conscience, and inclination justified itself by the plea of a 
seldom oceuring opportunity and the maxim of “In Rese” etc. 
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There are many more letters reposing in: thie Aë which are 
rich in historical value and which have been mede available to me, They 
have never been given eny publicity before, | 

| Margaret Preston, or Maggie, as she vas affectionately, known 
by all her friends, lived ín this house all her life, Ser letters and 
nenentoss are here. Among these letters are tvo I would like to, read 
to you. They are frivolous in placer — but only recording the spirit 
of the youth in the period they portray. They are valuable historically 
and have local significance because they are the letters written by the 
daughters of Gelv Thomas H. Nelson who was enother one of the distinguished 
songs of Terre Heute. yer 

Vien Abraham Lincoln was zaer *o ‘the Presidenoy of the 
United States he appointed Col. Nelson fron Terre Haute es Minister to 
ony to represent the United States of Amneris He held that post from 
1861 to 1866 and vas then appointed Minister to Mexico in 1869 resigning 
in 1873. It wee aang hie tenure fn Chile that hie daughters, both 
friends of Maggie Preston wrote these letters, ‘The firet vas written 


October 14, 1861 to Maggie by Harriet 8. Nelson from Santiago. She says: 
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" a.» "Santiago De Chile October 14th, 1861, 
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Deareat Maggie, 


Execuse me for not writing to you by the last mail as 
I did to a great many of my friends in Terre Haute but I had not 
the time to write to you all at the same tine. We arrived here 
four weeks ago and I am delighted with the beautiful city of 
Santiago, it is a very large place as it contains one hundred 
and fifty thousands of inhabitants", and I am convinced it is 
the most beautiful place in thia world. There are also some of 
the handsomest residences here I ever saw and I think they are 
superior to the elegant houses in New York on Fifth Avenue, The 
people here ere as handsome as they ean bo, especially the 
"Young Gentlemen", they all have teeth like pearls, hair as 
black as jet and curly and all of them have splendid foras and 
splendid musteohes. Song of them are light complectioned, 

while others are Bruneétes, I am sitting by my window and 
writing and every Cent lauen looks like & pictare that passes 

by. The only thing I don't like about Chile is how the poor 
and lower classes are buried. I will try and describe to you 
the vay in which they are buried. There are very large holes 
dug and when any of these poor creatures die they are thrown in 
like perfect beasts and without any filling and these holes are 
never covered up until they get filled and they are not allowed 
to be buried in coffins. One day Pa took us all to this Grave 
Yard, as we had the curiosity to go and as we were walking along 
we would come across bones, locks of hair, skulle and everything 
terrific to the buman eg, Walking on a little further we cane 
to & horrible big hole, wondering what was in it we glanced our 
eyes downward when to our utter astonishment we saw an infant 
down there dead without anything over it but a little white Gown, 
which doubtless had been put on by its parente. The natives 
here all rejoise when an infcnt dieses they know it has gone to 
a better place than this and they usually have a grand dencing 
party and dress the infant up in fine style and paint its cheeks 
and lips. I dont ses how they could be so cruel but they think 
1t 18 only right they should do so. After these poor people have 
been buried for several years they are dug up and fresh ones put 
in their places. 


e i experienced my first earth quake Sunday a week 
ago and I will tell you how it came. I felt as if some(one) was 
knocking on the floor as hard as they (could) and it would become 
greater every moment. At last the Glass commenced to jostle 
about and everything else in the room which could possibly did so. 
I was not much frightened tut I can assure you the sensation is 
anything tut e pleasant one for there is no mowing but wat the 
earth might open and swallow us up and you know thet would not 
be so pleasant. Next Saturday sene Young Gentlemen and our fanily 
are going out en an excursion trip and we expect to do gone for 
Several days at which time I en going to learn to ride on Horseback 
and I expect to have a splendid time as the Young Gents who are 
going are very pleasant and agreesble, | 
r I would love to see you all so meh but as wishing vont 


bring you to ne Í remain content until the expiration of the four 
years vhen I hope to see all ay friends again but I suppose son 6 
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f£ for all we now. 
ve spent together. 
day ve spent at your 
ght you and Nell Donaldson 
spent with me r writing to some boys 
I remember it as well as though it were 


* Please excuse this penmanship and all of the 
mistakes which you may come across. Write to ne very soon 
and tell me ebout my friends in Terre Haute. ive my love 
to Co Donnelly, Hall Farley, Sis Turner, Hellie Donaldson, 
Mamie Olippinger, Carrie and Sallie, Abbie and Janis. Sue 
Potter and all the rest of friends. 411 of the family send 
a great deal of love to you and your Ma and Pa. 


Write soon and accept much love 
Fron your affectionate and loving friend 
Harriet 5. Nelson 


p. g. We have just received the dispatch containing Jefferson 
Davis's Death, peor fellow but I suppose it is better he should 
be cut of this world as he has caused so much trouble. I hope 
to hear from you very soon. Mary is about going orasy on the 
strength of peor Jeff e death and she has her lap full of nuts 
and says she is eating them over his funeral and hokloving 
hurrah for Jeff for he has gone dm to glery. I must close 
this new. x 
Har, Nel. 


While you write to ne please address as follows: 


Harriet S. Nelsen, Legation of the United States, 
Santiago de Chile, South Aneríca 


The nail has just arrived and I hope I find Qletter fron some 
of my friends, 
Hat, -3 


fhe other letter is written by Col. Nelson's other daughter 
Mary B. Nelson and is dated Nov, 12, 1862 - a year after Ah first 
letter. It says: x 


"Ny dearest Maggie, 


Your letter of the 7th of August vas received on the 12th 
of October and I was very much delighted to see your punctuality 
in answering letters, I wil] profit by your exemple hereafter. 
I have been very auch occupied since the receipt of your dear 
little letter and if you will write very often I will aiways 

answer punctually. I have been te many balls and parties during 
the last month and feel somewhat worn out. We have bad plenty 
anusement this for the Martinettes and Royal Troop have 
been here and for a month and the Hanlon Lee Brothers 
are here now. The whole city is wild about them; balls end 
parties have been given to then until ve are 411 tired and the 
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President presented then with a very handsome gold medal apeice 
and the young gentlemen and ladies make them presents of 
magnificient bouquets and crowns of gold and silver wheat. 

I qo every Thursday and Sunday to the Theatse to see them 
perform. It is the most wonderful thing I ever witnessed to 
see William Hanlon go across an imense Theatre like the one 
here in three jumps, he seems to fly through the air. heir 
performances are wonderful, At their first performance four 
ladies fainted, All of the young ledies have nearly gone 
crazy about then, I like George the best and Hattie likes 
Alfred; William and Thomas are very zuch liked also, they 
have been here three weoks but they are going away next week 
to our great disappointment 


In the "díes-i-ocho" or during the week that they 
celebrate the Independence of Chile which was gained on the 
18th of September 1810 I enjoyed myself very meh. The whole 
city assumed a new dregs, and Ke streets were decked with 
flags and flowers and at night seened tut a blase of fire as 
every house vas illuminated and the "Canada-cre® ground 
promenade was filled with flowers and flags and the statutes 
were superbly ornamentated. It will take teo long to describe 
to you in this letter all that (took) place in that week and 1 
will defer it until another time for I have written six letters 
this morning and I am obliged to have this cne finished in half 
an hour. I am very sorry to hear that your brother was wounded 
and also that John Ball had shown the "white feather”, My poor 
country, I nourn for thee, Although I am so far away fron che 
battlefield yet I feel for the sen that fall as much as you v 
possible can who are so near. The last news we hed from home 
was glorious but I look forwar d with a trembling heart for the 
news vhioh is to eome ín an hour. The steamer has just arrived 
in Yalperaiso and ve will have our dispatches very soon. YT ani LY 
hope thet none of my dear Uncles have fallen or any of ay friends, 


This ie our second month in Spring and the weather is 
delightful but a little later the weather becomes very varm, Ve 
are ell going to the "Banos de Caucaenes? one of the fashionable 
watering places to spend the sumer. Expect to enjoy myself 
very mah. 


Maggio, it secas that you are the only ene out of my 
many friends in Terre Haute who has not forgotten us for I have 
received but two letters in one year from here while in Kentueky 
I received dosens. I believe in the old saying that out of 
sight, out of ind“. Please give my love to ail of them and say 
if they wish me to recognise then, vhün I return to the States, 
they had better vrite to me, I have but a moment more to spare 
and hoping that you are all well and with muoh love from my own 
Day, V oe 1 4 I am and shall ever be R 


Your affectionate friend 


Mary B. Nelson 


P. 8. We have gust received the sad news of my dear Uncle Willias's 
death. We have not heard yet how it occurred, the dispatoh only 
gays that he was killed by J. C. Davis. 0 I shall bate that man. 
and all connected with him from this day until the end. 


bk 
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Yours ete ete 
M, B. N. 


Y send you & letter thet Hattie wrote to you sometime aince tut 
was too late for the last mail so I will send it in mine to make 
assurance- double cure, * 


Also & part of the Fan of "his house are many aemories and 
aementoes of the Civil War. li vpt to read to roms more letters 
written by & youth, George. A. Graff to his boyheod friend Willian V. 
Preston who vas then living ín e house, These lottere have never 
been given any — publicity and have never been published. They 
threw & new and intimate light om the Civil War and are interesting from 
several angles to the people of Terre Haute. 

George A. Graff vas a menber of the l4th Regiment ef the Indiana 
Volunteers Company F. His firat letter vas written August 14, 1863, and 
is written fro» a canp near Elk Run, Virginie. The letter is on bluish 
white deuble)paper ruled with blue lines and contained in gei) bright 
yellow envelope addressed to Mr. Willian W. Preston, Terre Haute, Indiana, 
The envelope has a Washington 3¢ steup in the right hand corner — a stamp 
of the series of 1861, It is cancelled with a circular stamp reciting 


"Washington D.C. Aug. 16", He writes: 


"Friend Willian: 

I received your kind letter and new I am going to try 
to anver it if I ean; We are incanped at what is called Elk-V1116 
or Ere Dun, Va. There is but one brigade here with us, there vas 
two at first but they moved day before yesterday. Whare they vent I 
know not, but in all there is one division of the 2nd Army Corps 
here and ít is the 3rd divisien and it ia divided off into Regts and 
brigades, and they are etationed on different roads, in order to 

keep the Cavelry from snaking raids in our rear an Vashingten junction, 


I see that you speak about the battle of Gettesburgh, as 
to it being of more importance to us than Antietam I do mot think 
that it was for the reason that we did not attach thea, but as to 
attacking them we did the first day and they whipped us bad, but 
that night our men fell back to a better position so the next day 
the rebels attached us on our ground end we repulsed then every 
time but if we had attached them on there ground, they would have 
whipped us share for whare they drove our men the first days fight 
was high ground Like that at Fredrickseburgh, and the reason I Know 
that they would have whipped us and had a good position wae from 
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the way they ected, every time they would wake en attempt to break 
our lines and get repulsed they would fall back some distance in 
order to draw us out and then if they get us out they intended to 
fell back to there picked ground, but all we tried to do was hold 
our lines, 


And there was another way that I new that they had picked 
ground to fight on was after thay had commenced to retreat there 
Infantry and ell of there Artillery fell back on high rising ground 
just on the other side o? Gettezburgh. But Gen. Meade stated in 
the papers that the rebels ‘had to fight him on his own ground, but 
there is one thing shure if we had attached the rebels and had 
whipped them on there ouwn ground & bad as ve did on curs, we 
would have got more prisoners of them than we did so you can see 
that! it was not Gen. Mesde!s intention to attach then or follow 
thea up there with hie main bend of the Army or he would have done 
ít, and another thing if he had the rebels would have drawn up 
there men as if they Vas going to fight on that ground and then ve 
would have had to lay there perhaps two days longer to get things 
ready to make another fight and by that tine they would have got 
there road clear, and so it was better the way it was, anc not anly 
that they had been whipping us every fight until that and you can 
see for yourself that iè- was better to let then oome to us than for 
us to go to thas at that tine, 


Wilifam you want to know if I see Nat Bddy you say that 
belongs to Stevarts old Cavelry. (Ihave vot). 


l William how does the Conscription wot go on ther now. 
Nothing aore at present but I remain your friend ever sore. ` 


George 4. Graff 
Wilifem I don't believe 1 told you in ny other letter thet I saw 
Doctor Read at Williems-Port, M. D. I did and asked him about 
Jahi the doctor said that Johney was in the army down in Ky." 

His next letter is dated Tuesday, November 12, 1863 and 18 
written fron a Camp South of Rappahannock River, Virginia. The letter 
ie on blish white paper ruled with blue lines — the paper a large- 
m sheet. It 18 in a small bright yellow envelope addressed to 
Mr., Willen W. Preston, Terre Haute, Indians. It hes = Washington 3¢ 
stamp in right hand corner, of the series of 1661, The cancellation 
atanp recites Washington, D. A. R. November 15th“, and has stamped on 
envelope "advertised", | 

It reads! 
"Friend Willian: 


1 expect you have begin to think I have give up 
"writing to you any nore; Y would have wrote long age but Thad 
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now stanps, but I will try to commence a lettet to you if I 
don't mannage to finish it, For the last two er three days I 
have that diareah and now it has turned into the fever, and I 
Just feel bed and vell enough to try to vrite a few lines or 
do sometbíng to pass away tine. 


Williem I would Like to have got to stay at New York 
for about two or three weeks more and I think I would have saw 
my fum ont but the way it vas I did not; but perhaps I will ` 
get beck there again 1f I do I werent you I see my funn out. 
If I hed stayed there three more daye I would have secn one of 
the houliest tines ever I sew in my life I do believe for the 
reason I found out some young ladies in Villiwuasburgh that I 
used to know at Terre Heute I would tell you there names but 
you wuld not now them anyway, some way I had and saw all ay 
funn in the last three days. 


I would tell you more about New York but it vont do 
to tell you ell in one er two lettore, Sr the reacon I write to 
long a letter any way every time to your short ones. I would 
write more tut i vant to say «e few words about eur Mareh from 
Culpepper G. H. to Centerville, 


I will now try to write you as near as possible about 

our retreat from Robertson run to Centerville. I will comnence 
pack at Saturday Oct. 9th/63 at which I vas on picket we got 
"orders or at least the officers did to draw in the pickets of 
which we did not understand at first util we went to whare the 
brig was and then we found out that the Jonothens vas on the move 
to and trying to out flank us. The same night we evacuated our 
position at or near Culpepper C. E. and fell back towwhat is called 
Beal ton Station four or five niles the other side of the Psppabhannoek. 
We stayed there until R bout noon on the lith of Oct at which time we 
marched back across the R. and formed into line of battle and advanced 
three or four alles but not getting any fight Sut of the enemy or 
finding him in any force ve recross the river the third or fourh tine 
end marched for Centerville which was the 12th, The night of the 12th 
we was surrounded although we went to bed about ten or eleven celeek 
in the night, and then had to get up about three again in the morning 
and aszch on and all at once we came to a halt long enough to get 
breakfast, but did not now or understand Eutech sovenente till the 
first thing boom, boom. then we new that the Jonothens was trying 
to get cor wagon train. Our caverly wes fighting like the very devil 
just in front of us, so our regt was deployed out as skirnirishirs 
in order to support the Cavelry if the Jonnothons should advunce in 
force but they did not come, Bo we relied and formed the regt and fell 
back about ^ half miles we done so twiee and both times had to wade 
a stream about knee deep. Ve was the rear gusrd of the infentry on 
that road, but at least we got back to within about ihres or four 
miles of Bealton Stetion at which place the rebels and our nen vere 
having it up end down with cannon, so we asrohad up within about a 
mile and A half of Besiton Station and formed into line of bettie 
behind the R. R. waiting for Jonnotnon. Our men placed a battery in 
position and the rebels tried to silence 1t but they could not do 
it from that place so they tried another which vas so clost that ve 
could hear the rebel officer give the command to load and fire every 
time although the rebels shot several shots at our battery but ours 
got range of theirs at last and knocked one of their pieces end over 
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end at that the rebels stopped, but while the firing was going on ve 
could hear car shots tearing the trees dom at e fearful rate. At 
one time the Capt. of cur battery made a tolerable good shot which 
made the trees fall, and he holered take that over there, I thought 
I had suv men take things cool but I never sav men take it cooler 
than they did their, for it seemed es if they did not care et all, 
just so that they kept the rebels from out flanking us although that 
was tvice we had bees out off and then ve was surrounded on all sides 
except one and that was whare our advance had cut there way through 
and in so doing they took some cannon and several, hundred prisoners, 
I thought I had been in tight places but that ís what I call running 
the Gantilit, and then we did not get the chance of firing a shot, 
but was just on the point of doing it once or twice, at this tine 
the rebels wae about eix or eight deep in front and three officers 
urging them on and telling them that there was nothing’but a wagon 
train and guarde, and saying now boys give the yell and then charge 
and all is ours, there vas but one man yelled and another said I 
now better for I sav twenty thousend men pass there, but they did 
not come and as Soon as dark we erept out of that as easy as possible 
through mad and water to our waists to Centerville next morning after 
three or four hours sleep ve vas draven up into line of battle for 
the rebele but they did not come in any force only to skirmish a 
little whieh they done all day till night when the rebels was gone 
then our regt with the 6th Ohio had to wade brawi run which reached 
nearly to our cartridges boxes after advancing about one mile we 
come back; the next morning we marched for Warrenten stayed there 
two or three weeks and then marched to this place which soots me 
very well for the present. y 


there 


I understand since Les Prater has cone beck that G. R. Carr 
one of my old school mates is bossing a big job on some of the 
streets in Terre Haute. 


As X have written a longer letter than I intended te i 
will stop aur thie time nov more at present. 


George A. Graff 
l4th regt. Ind. Vols 


Company F 
Via Washington, D.G., * 


These are only a few of the treasures contained in this fabulous 
old house. 

Throughout the house, now, are articles of furniture, glassvare, 
pictures, books and other articles representing every period of its 
occupancy beok to its beginning. The rooms are so large that these 
massive solid walnut and cherry bookcases, dressers, tables and other 
articles do not seem as large as they really are. In the downstairs 


pantry, ie a large solid cherry storage bin about six feet long with four 
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compartments for vegetables. An old chest holds a tea end coffee service 
of fine old pewter end there are cabinets filled with old china and glass. 
Old lampe - originally burning lard oil = dot the house, Candle snuffers 
Lie around as if just used last night. On a beautiful rich black walnut 
drop leaf table in the hall there stands an alabaster bowl decorated with 
carved figures. A most unusual tall book case is in the entrance hall, 
It reaches neerly to the ceiling of this overly tall room, the lower part 
being a chest, the top drawer of which hangs over the lower drawers and 
is supported by separate legs of its own. 

The changes made by the Prestons to the house of Major Devess 
have not been such that they interfere at all with the historic original. 
The old plantation has long since been subdivided into lots and numercus 
houses now occupy the greater portion of the land. About the house as it 
now 18, there is a yard 125 feet by 434 feet — sufficient for & small park. 

Landmarks of the past are fast disappearing from our scene.  Thás 
fla one which should not be allowed to disappear, Although the ghost of 
Matilda Dewees may watch over this house, it is e significant landmark of 
the glorious past of our community and our country. Let us hope it can be 


preserved. 
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Story of 124-Y ear-Old House Told 


o D. 


d. A as guest speaker 


told members of Fort Harrison 
Chapter, Daughters of the Ameril- 


can Revolution, the story of a 124- 
year-old house at the garden party 
meeting of the chapter held yester- 
day afternoon at 2:30 o'clock at the 
home of Mrs. E. V. Smith, 1339 
Poplar Street. “The Story of a 
House,“ as told by Mr. Biel, was 
the history of the old Preston house 
where the party was held. 

Mrs. Ernest O. Nay, regent, pre- 
sided at the meeting and introduced 
Mr. Biel Following the meeting, 
refreshments were served with the 
following members as hostesses: 
Mrs. Seymour Anderson, chairman; 
Mrs, Jerome Courtney, Miss Flor- 
ence Crawford, Miss Mary Lou 
Dugger, Mrs. George Eck, Mrs. Al- 
bert Faurot, Mrs. Julian Goss, Mrs. 
A. R. Markle, Mrs. Charles Paddock, 
Mrs. W. Robert Paige, Mrs. George 
Patton, Mrs. Albert Pfau and Mrs. 
Dick Whitesell. 

Mr. Biel told how the land on 
which the house was built was pur- 
chased on Sept. 13, 1818, just five 
years after Gen. William Henry 
Harrison reached the Wea Village. 
where Terre Haute now stands, and 
built the famous Fort Harrison. 
The land was bought for $1.82 an 
acre by William Harlow and then 
sold to George W. Dewees, who ob- 
tained a patent from the United 
States for the land on Sept. 22, 1823. 
The house is historically significant 
to Terre Haute and Vigo County, 
according to Mr. Biel, as it marks, 
definitely, the beginning of the real 
building and development of the 
city. 

There were only about 50 houses, 
including 15 husiness houses, In the 
town when the hoyse was started 
by Dewees in 1823. Tt was com- 
pleted jn 1825, during which time 
the town grew and changed. How- 
ever, the house was a mansion 
when it was huilt in the backwoods 
of the citv as the stone for the 
house was hrought hv ox cart from 
a stone quarry owned by Mr. De- 
wees and believed to be around 
Turkey Run or Mudlavia. The land 
at that time took in the territory 
now bounded by Thirteenth Street 
on the west, Twentieth Street on 
ihe east, Poplar Street on the north 
and College Avenue oh the south. 
The barn atood on the spot now 
occupied hy St. Patrick's Church. 

The unusual construction of the 
house was toid by Mr. Blel ns well 
as the sturdy construction of walls 
18 inches thick and growing much 
wider as they reach the ground. 
rock foundation seven feet from the 
walls, floors of black walnut boards 
tongue and grooved and filling to- 
day as tight and flat as if just laid, 
rafters and joists of hand-hewn 
wood put together with wooden 
pegs and original Adam mantels 
throughout, 

After the death of the Desees 
son, who was scalped by Indians; 
the death of Major Desees Nov. 29. 
1834, and the disappearance of his 
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A. R. Chapter by John G. Biel 


wife, the property passed on to a 


niece, Elizabeth Patterson, and a 
sister, Ann Potts, of Schulkill- 
haven, Pa. The estate was not 
settled until 1841, during those 


seven years the property having 
remained vacant. It was eventual- 
ly purchased by Demas Deming, 
then president of the Terre Haute 
Branch Bank, who, in turn, sold it 
in 1841 to Nathaniel Preston, cashier 
in the bank. | 

Nathaniel Preston came to Sie 


Haute from Vermont and was one 
of the first teachers at the old 
brick school. He and his wife lived 
there the remainder of their lives 
and reared their family there. 
Later Margaret Preston and broth- 
er lived there until their deaths, at 
which time it was inherited by Mrs. 
Natalie Preston Smith, who’ lives 
there now. | 

Mr. Biel concluded his talk with 
excerpis from interesting  letters| 
and mementoes of the Civil War.! 
which are valuable historically, and 
of descriptions of other interesting 
articles representing every period 
of its occupancy which are still in 
the house, He said: 

“It is the story of a house which 
is rich in tradition and steeped with 
the history of this city. It is the 
story of a house which under ab- 
solutely no circumstanuces should 
be lost to the generations of peo- 
ple of Terre Haute to come. This 
house is the one and only remain- 
ing link which ties today with the 
period of Terre Hautes growth 
which it represents and it is most 
certainly & duty and obligation on 
the residents of this city and coun- | 
iv to do something to preserve this 
house for posterity. It should be in 
the custody of some organization 
such as the D A. R. or the Vigo 
County Historical Society, as a 
sacred trust, to preserve it intact 
and as it is. Over 124 years have 
passed since the construction of 
this house was started and it has 
withstood time and weather for 
only one purpose—to link today 
with yesterday.” 


